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THE \TASHNAGS TURN TO SOV:ET Russiav”

PROVED FOR RELEASE
TE: SEP 2007

A= its annuai convenﬁ?cn b oJuly tiﬁ natfonatistic
Ammenizn Reveiutionary Federation ({ashnagsi of-
f cialiy approved the iong-bruited reversal of
ims trad'tiona: ant?ﬂSOVlethmqr Al Tashnag
raferences to “he USSR from now.on are to be
f-iendly. A campaign to enlist public support for
Russian annexation of Turklish Armenia, for which
$100,000 has aiready bheen raised, is to begin. The
Tashnag volte face hgs faiied to elicit the s!ightest
response from soviet officialdom and has been greeted
by tiberal Arman!anvAEericans with derisive charges
of insincerity, feaving the nntionalists feeiing
more isoiated than é;er,
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T HE ONCE uncompromisingly anti-Sav?ét Armenian Revo?u{ionary Federa- b6
 tion (ARF) has officially changed its spots, and the swing toward - b7C
support. of the Soviet Union, which has been growing gradualiy more
perceptible during the iast few months,” has culminated in the adoption
of a pro-Soviet policy at the Federation’s annua! convention, held 'n

foston the first week in July, This final reversal is branded as

hypocrisy by anti-Tashnag Armenian-Americans, who regard the move as the

* An earlier aint of the Tashnag volte face was given at the time of the

;{:-.LJ; @QV USSR's constltut‘onal grant of autonomy to its 16 constituant repub’ics
R :
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See "Foreign Nationaiities Assess the soviet Autonomy Mowe " Fn Nuinhnr -
181 of 7 Ap~i i 1944,
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iatest in a ‘org setr’es of maneuvers désigned to m.siead the bub?ié anent
Tashnag's true inteniions, v f

The Tashnage have naver actuaily Tenounces their dream of a free and
‘ndenendert Armenia, includino the lerk®sh !rregenva, whiczh has kept them at
Toggernaadr with th= UL ever since Amenia was estab! ished as a Soviet component
in 1920. But the apbarent impracticability of their nhopes and their feeling
of izoiation from ali other Annenian groups probably combined with Russian
milltary successes to bring about this decision to make the best of the
existing situation.

With the visiun of independence fading, the now Soviet-friendiy Tashnags
are turning their attention to the acquisition of the Turkish provinces of
Armenia by the Soviet Armenian Republic. The cail for Russian annexation of

Turkish Armenia was raised by the ARF some months ago, and was accompanied by

a campaign to raise s $100,000 propaganda fund for that purpose, now said to
be oversubscribed.' Only gradually, however, did criticism of the Soviet
Unjon in the Armen;an-American Tashnag press abate. Now the Tashnag leaders
are preparing to bring Armenian problems before the public eye, and an essen-
tial element, they believe, is mollification of the Soviets.
The decisions of the Tashnag conventuEZLchlosed sessions were commu--
nicated to a member of this Branch y James ‘Mandal fan, editor of the weekly
‘*F'irpnik and spokesman for Ssmoﬁ‘Vratzzan, executive secretary of the ARF
and prime minister of the independent Armenian Republic of 1918-20. Vratzian
had outlined to the Boston aathering hgs provosals for a pro-Soviet policy;
the 80-odd delegates were at first Und?cided, but after "eloguent and im-
pressive argumént" by the speaker they had come around at last to enthu~

siastic approval. The nolicy, according to Mr. Mandal ian, .is “to use honey
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for catching flies rather than vinegar." All Tashnag references 1o the
LSSR frem now on are to be cnmn}ImAn%ary The familiar caustic, skeptical
or cynical barbs heretofore hooked |nto all references to the Soviets
are 1o be put aside, "The Russians are extremely sensitive people, and
they watch everything,” Kandal ian acded,

At present the ARF feels itself;to be wholly isolated, according to
Mandalian. The only responss from Asbassador Gremyko to an appeal for
Soviet--Armenian and USSR press re?ea$es has been the forwarding of the
Embassy Rulletin. Previous counmnic?tidns to woscow and Erivan remain
unenswered. This awkward situation, it is hoped, will be corrected when
Moscow recognizes the new policy of friendliness, "The Russians need

plenty of publicity; and we're the biggest Armenian publishers in the worid,®

Skspt!ctsm of A spokesman for the traditonally anti-Tashnag Ammenian
the plberals ~ Dsmocratic ch«rau Union (Ramgavar) was skeptical of the
sincerity of the Tashnag conversion. |In his opinion,
pressure from the Tashnag membershio had forced. the leaders to put on a pro-
Soviet mask; it remains however only a mask, and when convenient it can be
taken of. Tashnag fund-raising anq nropaganda schemes were described as
el aboraie money-making rackets for ﬁne insidars, which did nothing for the
var effé*‘ or for Armenizn re?iéf , '
Undeterred by tne criticism of *he ant i-Tashnags and their refusal to
cooperate in the p*opanndL camna:cn, the ARF !s proceeding with its pians,
and hopes to enlist the sugnort of $ome unatfiliated Armenians of prominence

as well as a few friendly Awericens. |If, as the Tashnags beileve and hope,

Turkey remains neutral, she will be in a highly vuinerable position, and one
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item of payment for her neutiality, according to Mr. Mandalian, would be
the cession of Turkish Armenia to Soviet Ammenia. Perhaps another ltem, he
added, would be the letting of considerable Turkish blood; after aii, the

Armenians "would rather kill Turks thgln Jive.®
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